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Church News   Church News   Church News   Church News    

Greetings from the Vicarage 
 

It has been discovered that there are at least 10,000 more galaxies than we thought 
there were before. That’s like 10,000 worlds. That’s a lot of matter out there in 
space. I don’t know about you but I find it completely impossible to relate to that 
concept. Our world seems almost  too much to contemplate. 
 
But is there some way that this abstract, other-worldly information relates to you 
and me? I believe there is.      It relates, believe it or not to our community.  The 
biggest picture of all is that God created the universe so that He would have a 
people to live with. God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit existed in perfect and 
complete unity and love before time or matter was created. The sheer number of 
galaxies and planets tells us at the very least that our God is extravagantly and 
limitlessly creative. 
  
God, whose very identity is relationship, wanted to share the love, the 
completeness and the joy that He had. In order to share this love He needed to 
create beings that were in some ways like him, with a personality and a will to 
choose to love.  Jesus said: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul, and with all your mind. This is the first and greatest commandment. And 
the second is like it: Love your neighbour as yourself.” 
 
Jesus said that this principal of love and this practice of loving matters more than all 
other commandments. Everything else found in the Old Testament hangs on, is 
related to and lesser than this first principal.  It contains the revelation of how we 
were created, how we rebelled, and, in the story that started with Abraham, how we 
were to be reclaimed and redeemed by God in Christ.  
 
Loving God and loving people is what happens when we apply and live out God’s 
Word. Faith and hope are extremely important things, but in the end love is what 
will remain eternally.  
 

Continued on next page 

Marloes, St Brides and Dale Mothers UnionMarloes, St Brides and Dale Mothers UnionMarloes, St Brides and Dale Mothers UnionMarloes, St Brides and Dale Mothers Union    
 
A Date for the Diary. 
Tues. May 14th 2pm Christian Aid Service at St. Katherine's, with refreshments to 
follow. 
 
Jane, Heather, Harriet and myself wish all our members a very happy and "sunny"  
summer.  Please watch the PP for any other events planned this summer , and we 
would welcome anyone to join us when we re-commence in Sept.2013 

Marina Titley (sec) 



Pentecost/Whit Sunday  

- the birthday of the Church 
 
Pentecost took place on the well established Jewish festival of 

Firstfruits, which was observed at the beginning of the wheat 

harvest. It was exactly 50 days after the Passover, the time of Jesus’ 

crucifixion.  

A feast day to celebrate the country’s wheat harvest does not sound exactly world-

changing, but that year, it became one of the most important days in world history. For 

Pentecost was the day that Jesus sent the Holy Spirit - the day the Church was born. 

Jesus had told his apostles that something big was going to happen, and that they were 

to wait for it in Jerusalem, instead of returning to Galilee. So the apostles and disciples 

waited in Jerusalem, praying together for several days. On that fateful morning there 

was suddenly the sound as of a mighty rushing wind. Tongues of flame flickered on their 

heads, and they began to praise God in many tongues – to the astonishment of those 

who heard them.  

Peter gave the first ever sermon of the Christian church that morning: proclaiming 

Jesus was the Messiah. His boldness in the face of possible death was in marked 

contrast to the man who had denied Jesus 50 days before. And 3,000 people 

responded, were converted, and were baptised. How’s that for fast church growth! 

(from Parish Pump website) 

Again, we need to keep the big picture, the end goal in mind: everyone 
surrounded in God’s love. When we do that we understand why Jesus said that 
loving God and loving others is so hugely important.   
 
It’s clear that God’s mission in the community is rooted and grounded in love. It 
has to be.  Love is a decision. It is a policy that we live by and that directs our 
actions and reactions. There are feelings associated with love, but love is a 
decision.  And that is our first task, to live that love, right here and right now.  
The best way  to do that is to get involved - get more involved than you are - in 
people’s lives, because if we want to grow as loving people we must start 
focussing on others and not ourselves.  The universe is a big place, too big for 
us to imagine.  
 
It is also too small to contain the love of God and that love is for me and you, 
and for our whole  community.  

With Love 

Linda 



Community Councils Community Councils Community Councils Community Councils  
Dale CCDale CCDale CCDale CC    
Meeting 16th April, 2013.  
Among items discussed at the meeting: 
HPMCZ Consultation – it is understood 
that the Stakeholder Focus Group and the 
Welsh Assembly Government “Task and 
Finish” Group have completed their 
deliberations and are now in the process of 
finalising their reports and 
recommendations to the (new) Minister. 
These should be submitted to him before 
the end of April, 2013 and it is hoped that 
the Minister’s decision will be published 
soon afterwards. The Community Council 
continues to monitor the position closely. 
Sewerage plant issues – residents may 
be aware that the issues affecting the 
sewerage plant in Dale were raised by Mr 
Paul Davies AM at ministerial Question 
Time in the Sennedd. The Minister has 
asked for details of the problems and the 
Community Council has provided the 
necessary information to Mr Davies AM so 
that he can pass it to the Minister. 
Meanwhile, the Community Council has 
asked the water industry regulators to 
investigate the problems and the Consumer 
Council for Water have confirmed that 
they will undertake an investigation. The 
Community Council will monitor the 
progress of these investigations and 
meanwhile they are pressing Dwr Cymru, 
the County Council and Environment 
Agency Wales to ensure that all steps 
necessary are taken to ensure that the 
plant does not let us down – again – in the 
course of the tourism season. 
Rave Watch! – it is that time of year 
again! Residents are reminded to be alert 
and to note and report suspicious activity 
to the police – this includes people looking 
at land and testing hedges; unusual vehicles 
driving slowly or stopping in isolated areas;  
gatherings of people in and around beaches, 
vacant land or lay-bys; damage to facilities 

such as toilets, bus shelters and fences. If 
you see anything suspicious please report it 
to the police (phone 101 and ask to speak 
to the Duty Sergeant or Duty Inspector at 
Haverfordwest Police Station) or to the 
County Council Out-of-Hours Service – 
01437 775522. Or, if you prefer, talk to the 
Clerk (636 668). Residents have already 
drawn attention to some suspicious activity 
and vehicles and the approach of the spring 
bank holiday season is a time of enhanced 
risk that we might again be inflicted with 
this nuisance. Please keep your eyes open! 
One way system abuse – abuse of the 
one way system continues to occur – 
especially at the blind bend between Brook 
Cottage and Townsend. Residents are 
asked to be aware of this hazard when 
approaching this area and to report 
incidents to the Community Council 
(including vehicle number and date and 
time of incident). The Community Council 
continues to try to find a solution to this 
problem and is talking to police and 
Highway Authority about the options.  
 
The Annual General Meeting of Dale 
Community Council will take place on 
Tuesday 14th May, 2013 at The Jubilee Suite 
at 1900hrs – it will be followed by a 
meeting of the Community Council. 
Members of the community are 
encouraged to attend     
 

Marloes & St Brides CCMarloes & St Brides CCMarloes & St Brides CCMarloes & St Brides CC    
Report of the Marloes & St. Brides C. C. 
meeting held in April 2013. 
Planning Matters – Cllrs Beal and Jessop 
reported on the National Park Seminar. 
They advised that attendance was low. A 
report had been received on the proposed 
County Council parking order. It is not 
intended to introduce charging at St. 
Brides, but NP staff will have greater 
control in case of overnight parking. 



Information was given on their Wind 
Turbine policy, but had to be prompted 
about permitted development on smaller 
household turbines. The last report was 
about archaeology in the Park area. 
Questions raised by this Council were 
discussed, but not in any great detail. 
Agreed that the Council follow up the 
possibility of a design/policy statement for 
the Community. NP/13/0141 – Two signs 
fixed to wall, Slate Mill Lodge – Members 
noted that these were already in place. The 
Council had no aesthetic objections to the 
design, and as there were no other 
properties nearby there will be no external 
impact. It was noted that there had been an 
appeal against the planning refusal for a 
Wind Turbine at Philbeach Farm 
(NP/12/0342). A draft letter had been 
circulated to all members except Cllr. 
Smithies, and a letter in support had been 
sent to the Planning Inspectorate. This 
Council had received no adverse comments 
from community residents at meetings, or 
in response to their Community Council 
reports.  
Marine Conservation Zone – Council 
members reported that a constructive 
meeting had been held with Mr. Peter 
Davies, Chairman of the Stakeholder 
Group. It was noted that shortly after that 
meeting a change of ministerial posts meant 
that there was a new minister in charge of 
the environmental portfolio. Cllr. 
McDermott will be reporting on the 
meeting held in Milford, and further 
information is expected on the report to be 
sent to the minister by the Task and Finish 
Group. It was noted that Cllr. Smithies and 
the Clerk will be attending the annual 
meeting of the Skomer Marine Reserve on 
the 18th April. This will be held in Marloes 
Hall as usual. 
County Council Highway & Other 
Matters - An apology for absence had been 
received from Cllr. Owens. It was noted 

that barriers had now been placed in front 
of the village toilets to prevent access to 
the disability toilets being blocked. 
Residents are reminded that parking within 
the double yellow lines will breach the 
parking order. Clerk to ask Cllr. Owen if 
the redrafted notice can be used to warn 
offending vehicles. It was agreed that this 
Council write again to the National Trust to 
seek a dispensation for local residents 
parking in the Car Park. The Clerk advised 
that it would be helpful if anyone who had 
knowledge of a similar policy in a National 
Trust car park elsewhere could contact the 
Council.  
St. Brides - Cllr. Richards advised that 
refurbishment work has been undertaken at 
the St. Brides Toilets, and that the recycling 
bins were in place. Members were 
concerned to hear that vandalism had 
occurred in the area. The post for bicycles 
had been wrenched out of the ground and 
removed, but thankfully the Church notice 
board although removed had not been 
taken. National Park had tidied the area, 
and the Chairman had reported the matter 
to the police. Clerk advised that the NP 
Ranger had asked if the Council would be 
willing to adopt the Kiosk, and she would 
then seek other uses for the Box. After 
discussion, it was agreed that at present the 
Council favour the option of BT 
refurbishing the Box, and it remaining as a 
working telephone via use of a card. 
Ownership would mean insurance 
implications, and the present site of the Box 
can lead to vandalism problems.  
Meetings – Agreed that Cllrs Beal and 
Twidale attend the meeting arranged by 
PALC on the Code of Conduct, and that 
the Clerk attend the County Council 
meeting on the proposed assistance to 
Councils establishing web-sites. Apologies 
to be sent to One Voice Wales for non 
attendance at their meeting.  



Financial Matters – Members agreed that 
a payment of £50 be paid to One Voice 
Wales for membership of that Association. 
Audit papers for the year ending 31st 
March 2013 have been received from BDO. 
Clerk to prepare a timetable to allow for 
the Council approving the return, and for 
the Internal auditor to undertake scrutiny 
of the accounts. Members were pleased to 
note that the NFU had reduced the 
premium for the Clock Tower by £23.66 to 
£173.50. in response to Cllr. Smithies 
request. They also noted that the Council 
had received a fee of £25 from Lloyds Bank 
following an error in transferring money 
between accounts. 
Next Meeting – This will be held on 
Monday 13th May when the Annual 
General Meeting will precede the normal 
Business Meeting. All members of the 
Community are welcome to attend, and 
may speak at the invitation of the 
Chairman.  
 

St. Ishmaels CCSt. Ishmaels CCSt. Ishmaels CCSt. Ishmaels CC    
Recently discussed items include 
Pembs. National Parks No new 
National Parks planning application was 
submitted this month. 
NP/12/0550  - Demolition of existing 
redundant greenhouses & associated 
buildings. Replacement of existing garden 
centre buildings, plus siting of 18 timber 
clad lodges for holiday purposes in a 
landscape setting. The above planning 
application was refused on 20th March 2013 
for the following reasons: Policies 35 & 38 
state static caravan or chalet sites will not 
be permitted notwithstanding that the site 
is a brownfield site.  The provision of 
eighteen static caravans on a site not 
previously in use for holiday 
accommodation is therefore contrary to 
adopted Development Plan Policy. 
Policies 8, 15, 29 & 30 seek to protect and 
enhance the pattern and diversity of the 

landscape and prevent development that 
fails to harmonise with or enhance the 
landform and landscape character of the 
National Park, that fails to incorporate 
traditional features, and that is insensitively 
and unsympathetically sited within the 
landscape and visually intrusive. 
The application has not been submitted 
with a sufficient detailed landscaping plan to 
allow the impact of the proposal to be fully 
considered on the special qualities of the 
National Park and it is therefore 
considered contrary to Adopted 
Development Plan Policy. 
Sandy Haven Crossing Draft plans have 
been drawn up for a bridge type crossing 
rather than stepping stones. The barrel 
stepping stones are not suitable because 
the bearing capacity of the beach is 
inadequate to hold them even on piles.  
The existing type is also inadequate for the 
desired usage prams/families/wheelchairs. 
The National Trail Officer is now 
investigating planning and consents. 
St. Ishmaels Community Council 
Website Talks on the above proposed 
website will take place at County Hall on 
25th April. Clerk will attend. 
BDO LLP Audit Each year the  council’s 
annual return is audited and any person 
interested has the opportunity to inspect 
and make copies of the annual return and 
all books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers 
and receipts relating to them. 
These documents for St. Ishmaels 
Community Council are available between 
the hours of 10a.m. and 4.30p.m. on 
Mondays to Fridays commencing on 7th 
May 2013 and ending on 4th June 2013.  If 
you wish to view them please contact the 
Clerk below. 
 
The next meeting will be  Monday 13th May, 
2013  @ 1900hrs.  Members of the 
community are welcome to attend. 
Clerk:- Lynda Thomas Tel:  01646 636 298. 



IT IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF EACH ORGANISATION TO INFORM  
THE EDITORS OF EVENTS FOR PUBLICATION IN THE DIARY.  

 
Sun  5 1500 - 1730 St James Dale Cream Teas at the Coronation Hall in aid of   
     church grass cutting and upkeep 
Mon 13 1900 St Ishmaels Community Council, Memorial Hall 
Mon 13 1930 Marloes & St Brides Community Council, AGM & Meeting, Marloes  
     Village Hall 
Tue 14 1900 Dale Community Council AGM & Meeting,  Jubilee Suite 
Wed 15 1930 Coastlands History Group. Brother Gildas, a talk on  
     "Early Monasticism", St Ishmaels Church, 7.30pm 
Wed 15 1800 Dale Sailing Club Junior Sailing registration and first session 
Sat 18 2000 The Brook Inn, live music with local Rock & Roll & Blues band   
     “Wibble” 
Mon 27 1500 - 1730 Dale WI Cream Teas in the Coronation Hall 

Diary    
2013 

Please note the early closing date for the June edition - 17th May - 

and note that all material should be sent to Sandra Burnett at 

mrssandraburnett@hotmail.com. mrssandraburnett@hotmail.com. mrssandraburnett@hotmail.com. mrssandraburnett@hotmail.com.  

FOR HIRE 

THE CORONATION HALL  AND JUBILEE SUITE 

DALE 

PARTIES, PLAYS, WEDDINGS, CHRISTENINGS, LECTURES,  

TALKS, FAYRES, ETC 

BOOKING CONTACT  MIL REYNOLDS 01646 636671.     

EMAIL- clairegarnish@hotmail.com 



CHURCH SERVICES 

1st Sunday  5th May  
9.30am   Morning Prayer       Marloes                                                               
9.30am    Holy Communion   Dale                                         
9.30am    Morning Prayer      Robeston West                                                   
11.00am Holy Communion    St Brides                                                             
11.00am Holy Communion    St Ishmaels                                                         
6.00pm    Informal Service     Herbrandston                                                      
 
2nd Sunday  12th May  
9.30am     Holy Communion    Dale                 
9.30am    Morning Prayer       Herbrandston                 
 9.30am    Holy Communion    St Ishmaels                                                         
11.00am   Holy Communion    Marloes                  
11.00am   Morning Prayer       St Brides                                                            
11.00am   Holy Communion    Robeston West                                                   
6.00pm     Holy Communion    Herbrandston                                                      
 
3rd Sunday     19th May 
9.30am     Holy Communion   Herbrandston   
9.30am     Holy Communion   Marloes             
11.00am   Holy Communion   Dale   
11.00am   Morning Prayer      St Ishmaels                                                         
11.00am   Holy Communion   Robeston West   
6.00pm     Evensong               Herbrandston                                                     
   
4th Sunday       26th May 
8.30 am    Holy Communion   Dale    
9.30 am    Holy Communion   Marloes                                                                
9.30am     Holy Communion   Robeston West                                                   
11.00am   Holy Communion   St Ishmaels  
11.00am   Holy Communion   St Brides                                                              
6.00pm     Evensong              Herbrandston                                                       

Morning Prayer at St 

Peter’s, Marloes 
 

Wednesday 9.00am  

This is a quiet reflective 

service for the beginning 

of the day, it lasts about 

30 minutes.  As with all 

services you are 

welcome to join us, so 

come if you can.  



DALE YACHT CLUB will again be offering youth sailing tuition on a 

Wednesday evening. The first session will be on 15th May at 18.30. 

(Registration at 18.00). Tuition will be by qualified sailing instructors from 

West Wales Watersports Centre in Dale.  There will be 16 week sessions 

costing £120 but the cost can be split into 8 weeks or 4 weeks payments.  

 

It is hoped that following the sessions, the 

youngsters will progress to taking part in their own 

sailing race on Thursday evenings or Sundays, with 

Dale Yacht Club. 

 

If your son or daughter would like to join in, please 

contact either Gareth Reynolds (01646636642) or 

Derek Lister (01646636274). 

St Ishmaels Cricket Club 2012 

 
League fixtures 
Senior 5th May  1st XI v Saundersfoot away 2nd XI v Pembroke Dock II home 

  7th May  1st XI v Llangwm home    2nd XI v Lawrenny II away 

  12th May   1st XI v Lawrenny away   2nd XI v Herbrandston II home 

  19th  May  1st XI v Carew home   2nd XI v Haverfordwest IV away 

  26th May  1st XI v Cresselly home  2nd XI v Narberth III away 

Junior  23rd May  U15s v Haverfordwest away 

  30th May   U15s v Neyland home 

 

Cup competitions  
Harrison Allen Bowl Round One  16th May v Cresselly away 

Harrison Allen Bowl Round Two  31st May v Haverfordwest home  

Duggie Morris Round One   22nd May v Carew home 

 

These two sites provide excellent coverage of Pembrokeshire cricket 

www.pembrokeshiresport.co.uk Fixtures, results & excellent reports 

www.pembrokeccc.co.uk Fixtures, results & much more information 

 

Wendy Bradshaw (Secretary) 



Coastlands Local History GroupCoastlands Local History GroupCoastlands Local History GroupCoastlands Local History Group    
    
Having had a whole month with no history in it, you should all be raring to go and 
desperate for some input…so…this month we have a treat for you…. Brother Gildas will 
be coming to talk to us on the subject of “Early Monasticism” at Monk Haven on 
Wednesday 15th May at 7.30pm. A most appropriate place to hold this meeting! We look 
forward to seeing you all there. 
 
We are hoping the Grand Opening of The Old Stables Heritage Centre will be in June. 
Details will be sent to members and there will be posters and flyers to alert the rest of you 
as to the events planned and the times and dates. We look forward to our new venture 
with great excitement and hope it will prove to be of benefit to all in our communities….if 
for no other reason than it will be somewhere to go on a soggy summer’s day…..! 
 
We are very grateful for all the help we have received for the decorating of the building. In 
particular we would like to thank Russell Evans and Richard Neale who along with Colin 
Green were put through their paces by Derek Lister and Margaret Copley! We look 
forward to welcoming one and all to this new facility in our community. It is hoped it will be 
a resource for research as well as displaying elements of the History archive the group 
currently holds  

 
Harriet Bishop 

DALE WI.DALE WI.DALE WI.DALE WI.    
 

One of the great delights of Dale WI is having home grown speakers. Not only do we 
have very talented people in the area willing to come and talk, demonstrate or 
create with us, but we also have members who are prepare to share their holiday 
snaps. This month Elli Morgan showed us a different side to New Zealand from the 
usual scenic views. It showed the quirky, humorous and different worldview of the 
New Zealanders. Thus we were treated to a number of Biggest, Tallest, Highest, 
Smallest, Oldest places, trees and post offices to name but a few. Alongside this 
were some very hard hitting road signs, and some very funny ones which all got 
their message across. It all made for a delightful evening allowing the rest of us a 
chance for some “armchair” travel. 
 
May sees the Dale WI Cream Tea …a much anticipated event I know, so put 
Monday May 27th 3 - 5.30pm in your diaries as a date you MUST be in Dale or miss 
out!! 
 
However, before that there is a chance to come and hear from Hayley Barrett on 
The Life and Times of a National Parks Warden. Why not come and join us. For 
more information contact Ann Barkworth (636873). 



ST JAMES CHURCH 

ALTAR GUILD 
Invite you to join them for a 

CREAM TEA 
 

SUNDAY 5TH MAY 

3-5.30pm 

CORONATION HALL 

DALE  

Plant stall  cake stall  raffle  

In aid of Church grass cutting and upkeep. 

ALL WELCOME   

 

The Brook Inn 
 live music with local Rock & Roll & Blues band “Wibble” 

Saturday 18th May 8:00 pm 



St Ishmaels Forum 
 

The Forum met on April 10th and we were very pleased to welcome representatives 

from the Community Council, the Sports Club and Phillip Morgan, one of the partners 

who own Skerryback Farm Cottages. PLANED have now distributed copies of the new 

village action plan to those who attended the meeting at the Memorial Hall but, 

unfortunately, not to all residents of the area. If anyone would like a copy please 

contact Ann Barkworth on 636873.  

 

We obviously cannot take on all the points included at once but we are continuing to 

investigate some and continue others. Provision of facilities for children and younger 

residents, other than toddlers, remains very much on our agenda. Quotes are now 

being sought for a new village notice board. Grants and planning permission are 

being requested for an information panel at the limekiln at Sandy Haven. Work has 

begun on rebuilding the Community Website and the possibility of gaining funding 

for a village warden has been investigated. Apparently the County Council cannot 

justify one here although both Dale and Marloes do qualify – we shall just have to be 

vigilant in keeping Tish looking good ourselves. The environment group will shortly 

be undertaking gardening sessions at the Jubilee Garden and beach cleans at 

Lindsway and Monkhaven. These events will be advertised and extra volunteers will 

be welcomed with open arms. We would particularly like to include some of our 

teenage residents.  

 

Our next meeting will be in September and we look forward to even more local 

groups being represented and enthusiastic individuals attending. Details will be 

advertised nearer the time.     

Ann Barkworth 

Two Snippets 
 

Graham Sutherland: "Open Country", BBC Radio 4, 11th April was all about the artist 

Graham Sutherland's favourite Pembrokeshire painting locations: Solva, Sandy Haven, and 

Picton Castle were featured, with commentary on Sandy Haven provided by local author 

Brian John.  Thoroughly recommended; you can listen again at bbc.co.uk/radio4, and see 

samples of Sutherland's work on the Open Country webpage. 

 

Paddlesteamer Waverley: her annual visit to Milford Haven which will take you cruising 

around the islands either sightseeing or admiring her magnificent triple expansion engine 

at work (or a bit of both, plus the odd trip to the bar) is on June 25th.  Book in advance on 

0845 130 4647, or via waverleyexcursions.co.uk. 

 submitted by Chris Jessop 



CREAM TEAS 

BANK HOLIDAY 
MONDAY,  

 

27th MAY 2013 
 

CORONATION 
HALL,DALE 
3 - 5.30pm 

ALL WELCOME 

Plus 

Cake Stall, Plant 

Stall, Tombola and 

Raffle 



The SiskinThe SiskinThe SiskinThe Siskin    
 
Before about 1970 the Siskin was not a 
common bird in the UK. However, two things 
changed that – the first was the maturation of 
the many new conifer plantations throughout 
the countryside which provided abundant 
seed for this cone-loving finch. The second 
change was the Siskin’s adaption to taking 
food from garden feeders – initially they 
favoured peanuts in red netting (it is thought 
that these reminded them of pine cones!) but 
now they happily utilise all kinds of food.  
 
The Siskin is a small finch which is heavily dependent on conifers – it usually 
nests high in a conifer on an outside branch and feeds almost exclusively on 
seeds extracted from the cones of spruce, pine and alder.   
 
In the winter, and especially late in the winter when its source of conifer 
seeds is running low, or when they are migrating back through the UK on 
the way further north, Siskins often come to garden feeders. We have a 
pair of Siskins in our garden at the moment feeding mostly on the nyger 
seed - this is a first for us though I know other people in the areas have 
them regularly. I have always had a soft spot for them as when I was a post-
graduate student in Birmingham we had Siskins coming to our feeders 
which we hung out of the window of a student flat – this was in 1972 when 
they had only just embarked on this new habit.  
 
So how do you recognise a Siskin? Well, it is a very small finch, smaller than 
a Goldfinch and indeed smaller then many of the tits. The male is a 
colourful bird - predominantly greenish yellow with a smart black cap, 
yellow rump and with black and yellow on the wings while the female is 
basically greenish brown with streaked underparts, They both share a very 
pointed beak and a deeply forked tail.  
 
It will be interesting to see what happens in the future to the population of 
Siskins in Pembrokeshire - many of the conifer  plantations on which they 
rely have been felled, so numbers may well decrease.  

 
Rosemary Royle 
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